
Threats of religious violence must 
not be ignored.

The calls to kill Asia 
Bibi go against 
Quranic values and 
are a disgrace to 
humanity. Anyone 
who has a voice must 
speak out.
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Thousands of people in Pakistan, 
led by the mullahs, are now pro-
testing against the recent ac-

quittal of Asia Bibi. Roads have been 
blocked, cars have been set alight and 
judges have been threatened. The cler-
gy are promising death and destruc-
tion if the accused is not hanged. 
Asia Bibi is the Christian woman ac-
cused of blasphemy. The allegation 
stemmed from the event where she is 
claimed to have taken a drink of water 
from a cup reserved for Muslim wom-
en, thus making the cup impure. This 
led to an augment and Asia is then 
said to have insulted Muhammad, the 
prophet.
It is not uncommon for minorities in 
Pakistan to be mistreated but the in-
creasing number of accusations of 
blasphemy against them, a crime that 
carries the death penalty, is worrying.
There is often a fundamental mis-
understanding or misinterpretation 
of what is in the Quran as opposed 
hudud laws that are rooted in the ha-
dith, a corpus of supplementary rul-
ings derived about 200 years after 
Muhammad, yet attributed to him. It 
would appear that the majority of or-
dinary Pakistani people if they know 
what blasphemy law means, believe 
that the laws stem from the Quran, 
therefore, their belief is that they are 
following Islam by supporting the 
blasphemy laws. 

It is estimated that around 1,000 
people have been charged since 1987 
under the banner of blasphemy laws, 
with the Centre for Research and Se-
curity studies showing that around 80 
people faced blasphemy convictions 
in 2011. While individual blasphemy 
cases against minority Christian com-
munities are already common, it is be-
coming more common that blasphemy 
laws are applied to anyone with whom 
the Mullahs do not agree. Indeed, it is 
also true that people accuse others of 
blasphemy in order to resolve or settle 
personal conflict or vendettas.  

Generally, the only thing a mullah 
has to do is state that a community or 
individual is non-Muslim. This means 
that any person can accuse their 
neighbour, friend or fellow citizen and 

an arrest will be made before questions 
are asked or explanations can be giv-
en. The punishment for blasphemy is 
death. In November 2014 in Pakistan 
40 people were arrested when accused 
of killing a Christian couple in Pun-
jab. A mob formed from neighbouring 
villages and after declaring that the 
couple were guilty of desecrating the 
Quran. they beat them and pushed 
them into a burning kiln. In another 
incident, a mother was charged with 
blasphemy for calling her son, Mo-
hammed, a devil, for misbehaving. 

The history of blasphemy law can 
be traced back to British colonizers 
of the sub-continent who deemed it 
a criminal offence to “commit delib-
erate and malicious acts intended to 
outrage religious feelings of any class 
by insulting religious belief” with the 
intent to protect the diverse range of 
faith groups that resided in pre-parti-
tion India. 

In the 1970’s additions were made 
to the blasphemy law by Pakistan’s 
Islamist military leader which includ-
ed life in prison for those defiling or 
desecrating the Prophet or the Quran. 
Furthermore, in 1986 the death pen-
alty was introduced for anybody found 
guilty of defaming Islam. 

While many believe supporting apos-
tasy and blasphemy laws to be fol-
lowing Islam on the contrary there 
is nothing in the Quran that decrees 
punishment for those who speak 
against the Quran or the messenger. 

The Quran informs the reader that 
the Prophet was mocked and ridiculed 
like the messengers before him. He 

was called an inventor, forger, a liar 
and a man who was bewitched. He 
was also accused of being a possessed 
poet. Insults were even hurled at the 
Quran, in that it was called ‘muddled 
dreams’, ‘foreign, outlandish’, an in-
vention, a forgery and tales from the 
past. However, the single most grave 
blasphemy was undoubtedly the blas-
phemy against God Himself. Yet, nev-
er once did God decree that these ac-
cusers, these blasphemers, should be 
punished let alone killed.

Not only does the Quran in the strict-
est terms forbid aggression, the Quran 
also decree that “Not equal are the 
good response and the bad response. 
You shall resort with the best possible 
response. Thus, the one who used to 
be your enemy may become your close 
friend.” [Quran 41:34]. 

If the Mullahs and those that follow 
them are believers in the Quran and 
profess themselves to be Muslims, 
why then don’t they behave like Mus-
lims?

While the case is attracting world-
wide attention, it is interesting to note 
that the ‘moderate’ Muslims clergy 
here in Scotland have not voiced their 
support for the Court’s decision that 
the accusations against Asia Bibi were 
false.

The calls to kill Asia Bibi go against 
Quranic values and are a disgrace to 
humanity. Anyone who has a voice 
must speak out to support the court’s 
decision to acquit her and to prevent 
others like her from suffering the 
same fate. Asia Bibi has been pun-
ished when she should not have been 
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